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THE WORLD WELCOMES
NEW SOMMELIER CHAMPIONS

Last month, Wallace Gongalves
Neves, beat out Luis Otavio Alvares
Cruz, Renato Rodrigues Brazil
and sixteen other candidates,
from across the country, to
take home the title of Best
Sommelier of Brazil. He was
presented the winner's trophy by
Danio Braga, President of ABS-
Brasil (Associacdo Brasileira de
Sommeliers). ASl is also privileged
to announce a number of other
new sommelier champions.
36-year-old Stéphane Dardenne,
Head Sommelier of L'air du
Temps, in Lierneux, has won
the title of Best Sommelier of
Belgium. Joining Dardenne as new
champions are Ratmir Akhmetov
of Kazakhstan, Yeo Xi Yang of
Singapore, and José Maria Aguirre
of Ecuador.
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NINA BASSET
JOINS ASI BOARD

The board of ASl is pleased to
announce Nina Basset as its
new Secretary General. Basset,
who along with her late husband
Gérard, had long been part of
the ASI family, replaces Mr. Peer
Holm in that position. Of the
appointment William Wouters,
President of ASI says “we could
not think of anyone better, or
more deserving than Nina, for
this role. She brings with her
knowledge of the industry, a
long-standing commitment to
sommellerie and the utmost
respect of the wine world. We
feel very privileged that she
accepted this position and look
forward to working with her to
further promote the values of
our association.”

THE LEGACY OF
GREAT ARGENTINE
WOMEN SOMMELIERS

Following in the tradition of great
Argentinean women sommeliers
such as Paz Levinson (ASI| Best
Sommelier of the Americas 2015)
and Valeria Gamper (ASI Best
Sommelier of the Americas 2022),
three women were on the podium
of the recent SommArg22 (Best
Sommelier of Argentina) contest.
Delvis Huck, Alma Cabral, and
Andrea Donadio qualified for the
grand finale besting a strong a
group of talented sommeliers.

In front of an audience at Teatro
Mendoza, which was also broadcast
live on the Youtube channel

of the Argentine Sommelier
Association, Andrea Donadio
emerged victorious, and will join
Valeria Gamper at the ASI Best
Sommelier of the World 2023
contest in Paris, France.
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